INTRODUCTION.                            Ig
there is all the difference of the higher embracing and supporting the lower, or the lower creating the higher.
Thus then we obtain the leading division of ethical systems, by referring to the generating idea or method out of which they spring. If the primary assumptions are taken from within, and you proceed by light of self-knowledge to interpret what is objective, you have a psychological system of Ethics. Invert the procedure, and you have an unpsycho-logical system. This may be of two kinds, according as you bqgin with assuming real, eternal, intellectual entities, and thence descend into the human world; or only phenomena and their laws. If the former, you have a metaphysical; if the latter, a physical system, of Morals.
II. HISTORICAL INSTANCES ; AND SUBDIVISIONS.
Before following out our first distribution of ethical theories into further divisions, we may advantageously notice one or two points of interest in regard to their ascendency in different periods of history. It is curious that psychological ethics are altogether peculiar to Christendom. Of the various anterior doctrines, much as they concerned themselves with the true ideal of conduct and character, there is not one which seeks its first principles in human consciousness, and endeavours thence to determine the moral position of man in the universe. The order of investigation is always the reverse; fetching its primary truths from the objective sphere, and by their help lighting its way through the labyrinth of inner thought and experience. It is not that psychological observation and reflection are absent from the ancient philosophy, or fail to occupy an important place in it: the writings of Plato and Aristotle abound not only in judgments on life as seen from the outside, but in the results of a profound self-knowledge; while the dsemon of Socrates, the Stoic 'man within the breast,' the* Epicurean resolution of all human phenomena into sensation, obviously imply an attention, more or less deliberate, to the processes of the self-conscious